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Beef Quality Assurance (BQA) is a national program that raises consumer confidence through 
proper management techniques and a commitment to quality within every segment of the beef 
industry. 
 
This national program provides information to US beef producers and consumers explaining 
common husbandry techniques paired with scientific knowledge on how to raise cattle in optimal 
management and environmental conditions. BQA guidelines were created to provide consumers 
with confidence in the beef industry. 
 
These guidelines have further evolved to include better record keeping and optimizing herd 
health which can result in more profit for producers and better quality beef for consumers. 
 
The basic principles of BQA are: 

- WE BELIEVE production practices affect consumer acceptance of beef. 
- WE BELIEVE the BQA Program has and must continue to empower beef producers to 

improve the safety and wholesomeness of beef. 
- WE BELIEVE these fundamental principles are the fabric of the BQA program. 

 
Last year, several beef packers announced they would require Beef Quality Assurance (BQA) 
certification from fed cattle suppliers starting January 1st, 2019. Management from Tyson and 
Cargill say this effort is driven by beef retailers and consumers, who are taking a greater interest 
in how cattle are raised. Any producer providing fed cattle is required to be BQA certified. 
 
How to get certified: 
There are two ways to complete certification for producers, feedlot workers, and transporters.  
 
Online certification is free at www.BQA.org. This online training program can be completed at 
your own pace in an interactive manner. You can also attend in-person training through many 
state associations. BQA is currently working with state coordinators to schedule these events.  
 
The Beef Quality Assurance program really is designed by cattlemen for cattlemen. Consumers 
want to understand more about how their food reaches their plate and the beef industry has a 
great story to share. 
 
If you have any questions regarding certification for yourself or your farm, please let us know. 
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